
CORPORATE HEADQUARTERS        518 E. BROAD STREET        COLUMBUS, OHIO 43215        614.464.5000        STATEAUTO.COM

MACHINE TOOL SAFETY

Machine tools – machines which are non-
portable and power driven – are the cause 
of some of the most severe injuries in the 
industry. 

Non-portable machines are designed to 
cast or construct materials by cutting, high 
impact, pressure, electrical or laser means, 
or a combination of two or more of these 
techniques. Machine tools can also include 
grinders, buffers, or other comparable ma-
chines.

To prevent injury, operation of machine 
tools in a safe fashion is necessary. Follow-
ing these basic safety rules will go a long 
way to safe operation. 

• Operation, modification, and/or main-
tenance of a non-portable machine are 
prohibited by any personnel except experi-
enced, trained workers or their apprentices 
under direct supervision.
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• Establishment of safety procedures is re-
quired prior to operation, and any devia-
tion into short cuts is prohibited.

• Responsibility for enforcement of safety 
procedures and work methods must be as-
sumed by the supervisors.

• Advance planning must be accomplished 
prior to the arrival of new machines. An 
inspection and any necessary safety modi-
fications must be completed prior to first 
use.

• Prior to scheduled or unscheduled main-
tenance the machine should be locked out 
and properly tagged.

• Never allow a machine tool to run with-
out a skilled operator present.
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• Never wear dangling jewelry or ill-fitting 
clothing such as shirts with long sleeves, 
shirt cuffs, or ties since they can become 
snagged in the movement of the machin-
ery. Ensure that an approved hair covering 
is worn if the operator has long hair. Over-
ly loose or baggy pants also pose a safety 
hazard.

• Always wear safety goggles while the 
machine is in operation. Other workers 
who are in close proximity to the machine 
should be encouraged to wear safety gog-
gles, too.

• Prevent the spread of disease by never 
throwing trash or spitting into coolant.

• Always lockout and properly tag the ma-
chine prior to manual adjustment or gaug-
ing.

• Use appropriate equipment such as 
brushes, vacuums, or other special tools to 
remove chips.

• Always use appropriate hand tools. For 
example, never short-cut by using an ad-
justable wrench when a fitted open-end 
wrench is more appropriate.

• Keep the work areas clean to help keep 
the machine operating smoothly. A clean 
work area encourages good habits. 

• To prevent damage to ears and eyes, never 
use high-pressure compressed air to blow 
debris or chips from the machine or from a 
person’s clothing.

• Wear approved safety shoes to prevent 
injury from materials or machine parts 
such as face plates being dropped.
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